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What are you reading, Ms. Cole?

This is a book about Chinese. I am studying Chinese because I am
going to visit China this summer. @ [ me / to / easy / learn / is /
languages / it / not / for / foreign ] , but it is fun.

Is it? Did you find anything interesting?

Yes. I found interesting differences about kanji between Chinese and
Japanese. The same kanji means different things in two countries.
Really? Can you tell me an example?

Sure. Look at @ this one. In China, these characters mean “paper
used in restrooms,” but in Japan, they mean “letter which we write to
someone.”

Wow! If we don’t know about that difference, we will be in trouble in
China. I want to know more examples.

OK. The character which means “daughter” in Japan is “mother” in
China.

That’s amazing. ® [ ], but I should be careful when I visit
China.

You should. When we study foreign languages, we can find many
kinds of differences. Also, we can learn about different ways of
thinking and different cultures.

I think so, too.

Ken, do you know English is also different in different countries, like
kanjiin Japan and in China?

No. Please tell me about it.

Let’s see. Look at this food on my desk. I bought it on my way here.
We call ® this food “French fries” in America, but they are often
called “potato chips” in the U.K., and people in Australia use the
same expression. I heard Belgians brought this food to America, and
they spoke French. So Americans thought the food came from
France.

That’s a very interesting story. The same thing has different names
in English. I thought English was the same around the world.

It isn’t. In this world, English is used by a lot of people in a lot of
countries.

Yes, I know that. So we must study English hard now to talk with a
lot of people in the world, right?

Right. But please remember people sometimes use different words or
expressions in English around the world. Have you ever heard the

expression 7 “World Englishes” ?

Ken: No. What is it?

Ms. Cole: “World Englishes” is the expression people use to show that there are
some different kinds of English in the world. Words, expressions, or
some other things are sometimes different in different countries. We
should not say that only the English spoken in America and the U.K.
is standard. I can say Japanese English may be one kind of “World
Englishes.” You don’t have to speak like an American. Don’t be
afraid of making mistakes. The most important thing is just to try to
use English.

Ken: I understand. So I think we don’t have to worry when we use
English. T'd like to use English more, and I believe that will help me
to talk with a lot of people in the world.

Ms. Cole: That’s wonderful. Then, what are you going to do to use English

more?
Ken: Well, first, I will [ 1.
Ms. Cole: Good. I will study Chinese harder to talk with a lot of Chinese
people.
(1) difference(s) : &> kanji : T character(s) : (%

restroom(s) : b1 L daughter : i
French fries, potato chips : 7 74 KA 7 b Belgian(s) : ~/L¥F— A
standard : FEYER 72
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7 Ken knows kanji is different in Japan and in China because Ms. Cole
teaches him Chinese at school.
4 Ms. Cole thinks people can learn about different ways of thinking and
different cultures by studying foreign languages.
7 Ms. Cole thinks English words and expressions are the same all over the
world.
I Ken is afraid of speaking English because his English and Ms. Cole’s are
so different that they don’t understand each other.
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5 | It is not easy for me to learn foreign languages
6 | Fifk
7 | (##]) Ihave never been to China
8 | (#1) Because people who brought it to America spoke French.
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0 (#1) Iwill [take part in the English speech contest to improve my English ]
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people who don't know the importance of things.
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