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Mr. Smith: Hello, Yuka. Look at this picture.
@ [ this / 1/ guess / took / where ] .

Yuka: OK. Some people wearing kimono are
walking and I can see floats with beautiful &
decorations. 1 think it is a famous festival
because so many people are watching it.

So I'm sure you went to Kyoto to see the 7
Gion Festival. '

Mr. Smith: Great! You are right.

Yuka: That’s easy. Anyway, what did you think about the festival?

Mr. Smith: Well, T was so excited to see the Japanese traditional festival. It was very
interesting. Many (F ) foreign people visiting Japan came to see it, too.
Have you heard about “Intangible Cultural Heritage”?

Yuka: What is it? I only know “World Heritage Site”. It is a building or place.

Mr. Smith: Yes. “Intangible Cultural Heritage” means a traditional festival, dance, or
music which people have kept for a long time. Now I’m more interested in it.
The Gion Festival, with many other Japanese festivals, became an Intangible
Cultural Heritage.

Yuka: I didn’t know that. The Gion Festival began in the 9th century. Since that
time, people in Kyoto have continued to hold the festival for good health and
good luck every year.

Mr. Smith: I see. @ Japanese people have kept their traditional ways for many years.
The Gion Festival is one of many examples. [ think that it is a very interesting
part of Japanese culture. I know only a few traditional events with such a long
history in my country.

Yuka: I knew that it is important to keep old things like temples and shrines built
many years ago, but I didn’t think about other old things like festivals. Now
you gave me a chance to think about the importance of keeping traditional
events around us, too.

Mr. Smith: People say, “It is often difficult to see & something just under your nose.”
Sometimes you can’t find something important before someone else tells you.

Yuka: You are right. By the way, in my city in Shiga, a traditional festival is held
every fall. Are you interested?

Mr. Smith: I am. I like watching Japanese traditional events, but I also want to join them
some day.

Yuka: Actually, many foreign people take part in our festival as volunteers every year.
® [

Mr. Smith: That’s a good idea. I will join it next year.

Yuka: If people from other countries join our festival, that will give them a good

chance to learn about Shiga. 1 hope I can make Shiga more popular among
people all over the world. (@ In the future I want more people from different

countries to come to Shiga for sightseeing.
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Yuka didn’t know about Intangible Cultural Heritage before Mr. Smith told her.

Yuka doesn’t know the importance of keeping old temples and shrines in Japan.

The Gion Festival is more than one thousand years old.
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Mr. Smith wants to take part in Japanese traditional events like festivals.
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7 | traditional events around us
8 | () Why don’t you join it?
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9 |temples, and festivals. We should put it in every international airport around the world.
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