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Charles: Hi, Taro. How are you doing?
Taro: Hi, Charles. I'm good. Thanks, and you?
Charles: I'm good, too. Ihave a present for you. D[ this/want/put/you/I/to/on ]the roof.
Taro: Oh, thanks, but it’s difficult to set it on such a high place. What is this?
Charles: It is “shrsa.” It will protect your house.
Taro: That’s great. Iwill doit. Where did you get it?

Charles: In Okinawa. I stayed there for a week during winter vacation.

Taro: Really? That is so nice! I have wanted to visit Okinawa for a long time! How was it
there? Did you find anything interesting?

Charles: Yes, Idid. I stayed with Okinawan people in their house, and I enjoyed Okinawan life
with my host family. I talked a lot with them and also worked in a sugar cane field for
the first time. It was a hard work, but I learned an interesting word “yui-maru” there.

Taro: “Yui-maru?’ 1have never heard of it. What is it?

Charles: In Okinawa, they have a custom called “yui-maru.” “Yur” means “cooperation” and
“maru” means “turn.” I heard the word means “helping each other.” When I was

cutting sugar canes and collecting them, some people I have never met came to me, and
helped me with my job. I was surprised and asked why they helped me. Then they
told me about their idea of “yui-maru”: They work together, and help each other all the
time when they are in trouble.

Taro: That’s really nice. I think it is very important to be like that.

Charles: During my stay, they helped our work in the field and even fixed the wall of some other
people’s house. I also saw they were sharing food with their neighbors. They told me
that it was important to feel the idea of “yui-maru.” 1learned a lot from staying in
Okinawa.

Taro: Isee. You felt that @QOkinawan people are one family, right?

Charles: Yes, that’s right. I think they are living in a house named Okinawa. From this

experience, I found there is nobody who can live alone.
Taro: You enjoyed your stay, didn’t you? Then, why was the idea of “yur-maru” born?
Have you heard about it from your host family?
Charles: No, I haven’t. I will ask them about it.
Taro: Great. Please tell me if you get the answer from them.
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7 Taro has never been to Okinawa.
Taro will not set the shisa on his house.

Taro didn’t know about “yui-maru” at all.
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Okinawan people helped Charles with cutting and collecting sugar canes.
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Linda: I think we don’t need to help each other, because our lives are getting easier by using robots
and the Internet. In the near future, if robots such as cleaning robots and cooking robots are
used more often, we will not need so much help from people. So, I think the idea of “yur-maru”

1s not so important.
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In old times, we worked together on everything, because there were not so many people in
Okinawa, and we had a lot of work that we could not do without help. So if you get someone’s help,

you should help them, too. Then the idea of “yui-maru” was born. No man is an island.
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