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Have you ever thought about how much water you are using every day?
Before I went to Australia, I never thought about it. My experience there opened
my eyes to the water problems in the world and taught me how important it is for us
to think about them.

Last year, I stayed in Australia for two weeks. On my first day, after dinner, 1
washed the dishes with my host mother. She put water in the sink and put the
dirty dishes into the water. After she washed them with soap and a sponge, she
took the dishes out of the water and started to wipe them with a towel! I watched
her and thought, “This is different.” (DL was worried and I said to her, “You don’t
wash the soap off with water. Is it OK?” She said, “Sure. I don’t want to use too
much water. We can wipe the soap off with the towel. Don’t worry.” I was very

(@ ) toknow how they wash dishes in Australia.

On the next day, she said to me, “How long was your shower last night?” I said,
“Well, maybe about twenty minutes.” Then she said, “I think that’s too long. Can
you try to finish your shower in five minutes?” I wondered why she was so strict. 1
didn’t know what to say, so I only said, “I will be careful next time.” “Thank you. We
really need to save water,” she said.

After these experiences, I wanted to know @ [ to / for / why / it / necessary /
people in Australia / save / is ] water. I tried to find some information on the
Internet. I found that about twenty percent of the country is desert and the lack of
water has been a big problem there. I also found that the amount of water we can
use on the Earth is limited.

You may think that [ @ ]. However, I found that Japan imports a lot of
water in the form of food from the countries that suffer from a lack of water. We
should know that a lot of water is used to produce the food Japan imports. For
example, about 20,600 liters of water is used to produce only 1 kg of beef, and about
a half of the beef Japan imports comes from Australia! When we waste food, we are
also wasting the water that is used to produce the food.

The lack of water is a problem people in Japan should think about. We can
make things better by doing small things. For example, we can try to stop wasting
food. I believe small things will make a difference.

(J£) host mother : ;FA b H— smk (BFFRED) HL dirty : 5/
soap - AlTA sponge : ARV wipe : < towel : XA
strict : Bt L\ desert : #ME lack CARRBLTWARZ L amount : =
limited : HFED import : i A9 5 in the form of~ : ~DFT
produce : £FE T 5 liter : Yy ML kg:FOT 5 A
waste : ~ 2L ZITT D
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In 1995, the village became a World Heritage Site. Since then, many people
N 1y IZI N PAN Fﬁ have visited it. Now, look at this graph. In 1996, there were about 1,020,000
X*ﬁi d \'ﬁ = 1H LE [ 4 1:& E ] visitors to the village, though in 1993 it only had about half that number of visitors.
[7] Since 1996, over one million people have visited the village every year. [A]
1T — DI OWT, ROEFEDEMIC 15 FBUADEGETEZL LI, The people from the village welcomed those visitors. [77] When the tour season
Why was Maki worried? came, too many people came to the village and the streets were packed. [T] The
> (@ ) ILARELHEYILEDE. ROTHETECHOEMNE 1 DT, METE peopl.e living there could not even get close to their homes. [#] Also,. the gir around
5 75X ? ) the village was polluted by the gases from the buses. To make the situation better,
AILIY, they decided to start a reservation system and control the number of visitors. I
7 tired 4 bored 7 scared T surprised want you to know that we need to be careful when we visit these places which are
3 ®I ] ADZEAEZELLKARIMNZ XN, both people’s homes and sightseeing spots. Thanks for listening.
4 [ @ JHIZAZBEBEYREEZ, ROTNSGIETOHNS 1 DFEY., BB TE (%) Shirakawa village : B)II%  Gifu : ﬂ&ﬁ'—.— Gassho-zukuri : §E& V)
ZRXW, roof : BIR pray : % steep : 22 HEID environment - ERiE
7  the lack of water is not your problem be impressed with~ : ~IZ&&)9 %5  World Heritage Site : 5 i&E
4 we should be more careful when we use water visitor : % graph : 7’57 pack : W lEWMZF B
7 we don’t have enough water for everyone on the Earth get close : LD < air : ZEX, pollute : 54§ % gas : A1 A
I itis not easy to finish taking a shower in five minutes reservation system : F#J¥ AT A control * HlfRF %
5 ERIXABAC—FELBLTRLEALVABL LTHENZEDE, ROTHST sightseeing spot : B/
EFTOHRMNS 1 2EV, BETEIRI,
7 The lack of water is a big problem in Australia and they usually wash dishes 6 @L INDOBFAEARUIE D LS ITHEYLRRIZL 230,
quickly o save water 7 ——REQIETNE L RXOFNS 6 BRI HLAIL, o
4 People in Japan should understand the water problem in the world and try to 8 ~ ‘Z-A? /:’75\7 VEYTF—=YaViEALET T 7 & ROADSD ETOFMNSET,
make things better by doing small things. LHTHEARIW,
7 It is good for young people to visit foreign countries because it is interesting to A B C D
learn different ways of living. Number of Visitors (j&l}lmber of Visitors @Eymber of Visitors (j&l}lmber of Visitors
I Japan should stop importing food from other countries because a lot of water : Eggm :;Zg 1222 :Ezz
1s used to produce the food. 80 800 80 800 I l
600 600 600 600
B EDY A (Sam) X ADFIFEILOVWT I LEYF—Yarv e LTVWET, BD6 | mm rmaceaieat| | rmacmar et ADZM)
N > NTEE S X #5) (& 6 )
Mo FCORRMEAL L 0 ROXEANSDIREEGRET &, AXH0 (7] 15 [£] ETOHM SRS
FETEARI,

Today, I'm going to talk about one of the places I visited
this summer. Please look at this picture. This is
Shirakawa village in Gifu, and the design of the houses is
called Gassho-zukuri because their roofs look like praying
hands. Those roofs are very steep. Do you know why?
It’s because the village has so much snow in winter and the :
snow can fall down to the ground easily from those roofs. When I was there, 1 Sam : Could you tell me a good place to visit in your town?
watched a video of many people from the village D[ make ] the roof of a house You :
together in spring. I learned they help each other there to live in @the difficult
environment in winter. I was impressed with their way of living and really enjoyed
walking around the beautiful village.

However, they started having problems.
10 BZEDYALAIANRHRZIIRDE S 2EMEUTVET, RO THEED IZAD
£, BPREDEZ 2 ZDHEBEEED T B EULDEETEI LRIV, 2XUEIZAR
STHENFEFVERA,
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1 | (fi)Because her host mother did not wash the soap off (the dishes) with water.
2 =T
3 why it is necessary for people in Australia to save
4 7
5 A
6 making
7 the village has so much snow
8 B
9 4
(#1) You should go to Hikone Castle because it is one of the famous castles in Japan.
10 | If you go up to the top floor, you can enjoy a beautiful view of the city and Lake

Biwa. (363




